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We turn the page on another year at Zion, another year at work in the fields of the Lord.  This is the time of year when we look forward and we look back.  The challenge is to learn from looking back, while looking forward with hope and without regret.    The Roman God Janus, in ancient mythology, is associated with the progression of time.

According to Wikipedia, “Janus is the god of dates, doors, doorways, beginnings, endings and time.  His most prominent remnant in modern culture is his namesake, the month of January, which begins the new year.  Most often he is depicted as having two heads, facing opposite directions; one head looks back at the last year while the other looks forward to the new, simultaneously into the future and the past…He was frequently used to symbolize change and transitions such as the progression of past to future…of one vision to another.”

It’s helpful to think of a deity that aids us in moving from the past into the future, and especially one that serves as a doorway, or a living gate.   Jesus said, “I am the gate.  Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture.”  That means that even our endings have new beginnings in Jesus.   We are always free to enter through him, and the gate is never shut.  It’s also helpful to think of a deity that symbolizes change and helps us to move through the gate from one vision into another.

In the seasons of church life, we are always in the midst of change and always in need of a fresh vision.  As I said earlier, we need the one head that looks back and the one head that looks forward.  Churches are very good at being the head that looks back, we are not so great at being the one looking forward.  We take comfort from the past and wish that cherished traditions did not have to change.  We wish that church was still the center of family and community life, and yet we know that is not so much the case today.  As we look forward, we must discern if God is calling us in new ways to be a church.   
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Zion is blessed beyond measure.  Many of our mainline churches are in decline.  And yet we are fortunate to not count ourselves among them.  We have members who are so generous with their time, talent and financial giving.   I feel that we                                 are poised on the edge of a new vision and that God has a new and exciting chapter ready for the life of this church.  There are new pastures we will find if we enter through the living gate, Jesus.  Join me in a time of discernment and prayer in the next few months.  Make prayer for your church a part of your daily devotions.  Share your thoughts with me and with your fellow members.

A new consistory begins their work together.  Pray for them and support them.  Let them know what exciting visions you glimpse for Zion, your hopes and dreams.  As Paul would say, let us press on toward our goal for the prize of the heavenly call of our Lord Jesus Christ…forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead.  Time marches on.  May Zion move ahead with the confidence that we walk with the living Christ.

See you in church, 
Pastor Kim

Worship In January And February
	Sunday, January 2
	Sunday, February 6

	Second Sunday after Christmas
	Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

	John 1: (1-9), 10-18
	Matthew 5: 13-20

	
	

	Sunday, January 9
	

	First Sunday after Epiphany
	Sunday, February 13

	The Baptism of Christ
	Sixth Sunday after Epiphany

	Matthew 3: 13-17
	Matthew 5: 21-37

	Holy Communion
	

	Consistory Installation
	

	
	

	Sunday, January 16
	Sunday, February 20

	Second Sunday after Epiphany
	Seventh Sunday after Epiphany

	Isaiah 49: 1-7
	Matthew 5: 38-48

	
	

	Sunday, January 23
	

	Third Sunday after Epiphany
	

	Matthew 4: 12-23
	

	
	Sunday, February 27

	Sunday, January 30
	Eighth Sunday after Epiphany

	Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
	Matthew 6:  24-34

	Matthew 5: 1-12
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               Worship:  9 a.m.


Sunday School each Sunday

               Sunday School:  10:15 a.m.
    Bible Basics 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Lectio Divina each Monday (beginning again on February 7)

Prayer Chain

If you have a need for prayer, please remember that we have a prayer chain available.  Please call Liz and she will activate the chain for you.  

Inclement Weather Policy

If snow or ice force cancellation of Sunday services, here’s how to get the word on whether or not worship services will be held:
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1.     Call the church at 677-8319 and listen to the answering machine message.  The message will be updated to tell you if services have been cancelled due to inclement weather.

2.     Tune in to WGET.

3.    WGAL TV 8.

4.     Check the church web site:  www.zionuccarendtsville.org
                               5.     Contact a Consistory member.

By Michelle Healy, USA TODAY 

congregational connectedness As It Relates To Life Satisfaction
 (Source:  American Sociological Review as published in USA Today.  Author:  Michelle Healy)  
Attending religious services regularly and having close friends in the congregation are key to having a happier, more satisfying life.
Even attending services irregularly — just several times a year — increases a sense of well-being, so long as there is a circle of friendships within the community and a strong, shared religious identity. 

Numerous studies have shown that religious people report a higher level of well-being compared with the non-religious, says Chaeyoon Lim, an assistant professor of sociology at the University of Wisconsin-Madison and lead author of the study. But what aspect of religiousness — church attendance, prayer, theology or spirituality — accounts for this level of life satisfaction has been unclear. 

Lim's study finds that when people with similar levels of church attendance are compared, the key factors determining happiness are the social aspect of religion and a shared religious connection built around identity and belonging. 

According to the findings on religion and life satisfaction, 33% of people who attend religious services every week and have three to five close friends in their congregation report being "extremely satisfied" with their lives. 
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Lim notes that the study's findings cut across all the main Christian denominations, as well as Jews and Mormons. The sample size of other religious groups was too small to draw conclusions. 

Social connections count. 
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Upper Adams Food Pantry

One of Zion’s Ministries is supporting our local food pantries.  The congregation is asked to donate a food item every month to the pantry located at Centenary United Methodist Church in Biglerville.  At the end of each month, Gina Bushey delivers the items to the food pantry.  The Food Pantry item for January is juice boxes.
	Food Pantry - 2011

	January
	Juice boxes
	
	July
	Canned vegetables

	February
	Canned meat
	
	August
	Pancake mix and syrup

	March
	Peanut butter and jelly
	
	September
	Boxed potatoes

	April
	Cereal
	
	October
	Canned soup

	May
	Boxed macaroni and cheese
	
	November
	Pasta and pasta sauce

	June
	Canned fruit
	
	December
	Coffee, tea, hot chocolate


Pantry Thrift Store

The Pantry Thrift Store, which supports the Fairfield Food Pantry, opened on December 11.  The store, located at 201 W. Main Street, Fairfield, has toys, clothing shoes, books, household items, kitchenware, decorative items, and more.  

Hours:  Tuesday 1-7, Wednesday 10-5, and Saturday 9-2.  Check out their Facebook page, “Fairfield Food Pantry and The Pantry Thrift Store” or email FoodPantryThriftStore@gmail.com.

Upper Adams Meals On Wheels

Shut-ins and convalescing persons:  Hot meals available.  Delivered to your door five days a week.

Contact 677-8624 or 677-8559.
Soup Kitchen

The 2011 Soup Kitchen will start off with a bang!  The year will kick-off on Saturday, January 29, with the 2010-2011 confirmand class selecting the meal, preparing the food, and serving.  A sign-up sheet will be on the credenza for the food donations beginning the first Sunday in January, 1/2/11.  For this meal only, since the confirmands will be the designated chefs, the sign-up sheet may contain only UNprepared food items for the class to prepare in the church kitchen.  Check the January weekly bulletins and sign-up sheet on the credenza for further information.  Deadline and drop-off date/time may change for the month of January only….so watch closely for full details.

2011 looks ahead to serving 9 meals throughout the year - all 5th Tuesdays and 5th Saturdays within the year.   Note - when delivering to the church for the 5th Tuesdays, please deliver on the Saturday prior to that Tuesday by 9:30 a.m. in order to transport the food to the Soup Kitchen on Saturday.  All drop offs should be on the Saturday prior to the meal by 9:30 a.m. unless otherwise noted for that month.   Contact Pam Sanders, 717/337-2845, with any questions and/or suggestions.  There are many wonderful cooks in our congregation with tried and true dinner plans and recipes - all helpful hints are most welcome!  Some upcoming suggestions for meals this year - pork and sauerkraut, beef stew, breakfast for lunch.  Again, thank you to everyone for the 2010 support!

Book Group
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Zion's Book Club will meet in the Mustard Seed Classroom on Thursday, January 27, 2011, at 7:00 p.m.  Our selection for January is The Confession (by John Grisham).
Synopsis:   An innocent man is about to be executed.   Only a guilty man can save him.  For every innocent man sent to prison, there is a guilty one left on the outside.  He doesn't understand how the police and prosecutors got the wrong man, and he certainly doesn't care.  He just can't believe his good luck.  Time passes and he realizes that the mistake will not be corrected;  the authorities believe in their case and are determined to get a conviction.  He may even watch the trial of the person wrongly accused of his crime.  He is relieved when the verdict is guilty.  He laughs when the police and prosecutors congratulate themselves.  He is content to allow an innocent person to go to prison, to serve hard time, even to be executed. 

Travis Boyette is such a man.  In 1998, in the small East Texas city of Sloan, he abducted, raped, and strangled a popular high school cheerleader.  He buried her body so that it would never be found, then watched in amazement as police and prosecutors arrested and convicted Donte Drumm, a local football star, and marched him off to death row.  Now nine years have passed.   Travis has just been paroled in Kansas for a different crime; Donte is four days away from his execution.  Travis suffers from an inoperable brain tumor.  For the first time in his miserable life, he decides to do what's right and confess.  But how can a guilty man convince lawyers, judges, and politicians that they're about to execute an innocent man?
Confirmation update
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Our 7th and 8th graders have been working hard in our faith formation class.  We have traveled to Lancaster Seminary to learn more about seminary education.  We have studied the history of Christianity, the origins of our denomination, and creeds.  In Bible Basics we have examined the first 11 chapters of Genesis and studied how different translations read differently.  In January we serve at the Soup Kitchen; and later in the spring, we travel to Philadelphia for an inner city mission experience.   Our class has worked diligently and faithfully attended worship and Sunday School.  When you see one of our confirmands leading worship, remember that theirs is the face of our future.  Tell them how proud you are to have such outstanding young people in our midst.

Zion’s Church Membership Photo Directory 
Directories containing activity and member pictures along with member information are now available.  Please let us know of any omissions or any other types of errors.  
Afghanistan   Deployment

Please keep Sgt. Michael Clawson in your prayers for his safety and that of his group.  Michael is scheduled to be in Afghanistan until February 2011.  Cards or letters of appreciation for his work serving our country may be sent to Sgt Clawson Michael, 2/6 E Co 3rd Plt, Unit 76267, FPOAE 09510-6267.
Note Sent To Zion:  Thank you for sending myself and my Marines food and supplies.  It’s always nice to know people in the states are thinking of us over here.  Life for us is OK; we get through each as we can.  Continue to pray for the military personnel that are over here.  –Sgt. Michael Clawson, U.S.M.C Deployed, Mairjah, Afghanistan.
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A Way To Help Our Troops:

There is a box in the coat room (off the sanctuary) in which you may place the following: 


( beef jerky/slim jims; Ramen noodles or Cup-a-Soup

( powdered drink mix (Gatorade or Kool-Aid)

( disposable razors; tube shaving cream



( aloe vera gel


( instant oatmeal packs




( liquid soap; body wash; baby wipes (travel size)


( “Little Debbie” cake products




( socks – black, olive green, white


( toothbrushes/toothpaste/dental floss



( foot powder





( game books; playing cards




( deodorant; sunblock


( chapstick
; eye drops - Visine




( Frisbees


( shampoo/conditioner (travel size) (no hotel samples)

( Inspirational devotionals

Remember:  Think small!  They do not have much storage room.

January’s Proverb:  

Do not love sleep, or else you will come to poverty; open your eyes, and you will have plenty of bread.  













Proverbs 20: 13
Link To Zion:

May the Lord bless you from Zion all the days of your life; may you see the prosperity of Jerusalem.














Psalm 128: 5
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Consistory News From. . .

	Consistory President (Tony)
	Hope everyone had a Blessed Christmas, and everyone is looking to a Happy New Year!  See you in church in 2011.

	Consistory Vice President, Administration [Finance] (Jeffrey)
	Zion's finances showed another month of improvement in November. The balance of our General Checking account increased by nearly $2,300 during the month. Year to date through the end of November our budgetary income has exceeded expenses by more than $6,647.

	Consistory Secretary and Congregational Needs [Fellowship] (Donna)
	An Advent Brunch was held on December 5; a Christmas social, on    December 19.

	Administration [Personnel] and Mission (Annette)
	Nothing new to report.

	Congregational Needs [Christian Ed/Worship] (Minda)
	The children had a great performance of their own Christmas pageant.

We still need teachers for the spring rotation.

	Congregational Needs [Membership and Stewardship] (Fred)
	Membership committee assembled care packages for our college students.  Veterans of the Cross collection was taken on December 19.  So far $393 collected for the Membership Directory.

	Mission (Wayne)
	1) Wreath/Swag – Proceeds from this fund raiser amounted to $772.90.  This money along with Hoss’s Night throughout the year ($635.74) went to the Hoffman Home Creative Therapies program.

2) Finalizing report for year-end.

	Inside Property (Jay)
	Kitchen windows will be replaced in spring 2011.

	Outside Property (Robert)
	Paint is being scraped on back iron rail.  
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Matthew 25 Update

Our Matthew 25 fund is set up to provide assistance to families in need, whether members or non-members.  It is not designated for general mission or relief work; for that we use the Samaritan Fund.  Each month we will report in the newsletter on the ways that the monies are being used.  Typically, what happens is that a social service agency will call and report a need, and a small committee decides on whether the funds should be given.  It really functions as a “front line” measure when families are experiencing a crisis.  The Matthew 25 Fund receives its money from donations and the interest from the Edward Jones account.  Remember, we no longer give to non-members directly when they phone the church office for assistance; we only work through county agencies who refer needs to us.  The current balance in the Matthew 25 account is $3,909.05.  

	Date
	Amount and Referral From
	Type of Assistance

	12-8
	$1,391.00  Mission Committee
	Agape House Fire Victims

	12-8
	     300.00  Family Dev. Svcs.
	Rent Assistance

	12-15
	     570.00  Children & Youth Agency
	Rent Assistance

	12-17
	     100.00  Children & Youth Agency
	Giant Gift card
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Zion’s Budget

	
	To Meet the Budget
	2010

	
	Annual Budget = $183,194 (Yearly)
	Annual Budget =$15,266.17 (Monthly)

	
	
	                              =$ 3,522.96 (Weekly)

	
	Actual Income for Budget Purposes
	Cumulative (Deficit) or Surplus To Date

	January
	$17,475.97
	$2,209.80

	February
	                        11,201.15
	(1,855.21)

	March
	                        14,680.16
	(2,441.22)

	April
	                        15,052.52
	(2,654.87)

	May
	                        15,152.01
	($2,769.02)

	June
	                        11,515.18
	($6,520.01)

	July
	                        13,233.60
	($8,552.58)

	August
	                        18,138.23
	($5,680.51)

	September
	                        11,677.63
	($9,269.05)

	October
	                        14,642.01
	                             ($9,893.21)

	November
	                        14,629.41
	($10,529.96)

	December
	                        18,157.38
	($7,638.75)

	TOTAL
	                      175,555.25
	


*Income versus budgeted expenses is trailing behind.  However, our actual expenses versus actual income show a positive balance.  Let’s try to meet our budget goal for 2011.

Zion Made A $2000 Contribution to the Agape House fire victims.  $1,391 was from Matthew 25 and $609 was from budgeted mission funds.  After the displaced families are relocated, we will assist with other needs.  Please keep the six families in your prayers.

(     Seminary Fund     (
Remember that we have a Seminary Scholarship Fund to encourage one of our young people to go into the ministry.  A contribution would be a great way to honor a loved one.  The current balance of the Seminary Fund is $609.88.
Opportunity International MicroEnterprise

Opportunity International MicroFinance Program (www.opportunity.org) is the largest U.S. based Christian organization working with entrepreneurs in the third world.  Founded in 1971, Opportunity International provides small business loans, savings, insurance, and training to over two million people working their way out of poverty in developing countries.  Their commitment is motivated by Christ’s call to serve the poor.  In December, Les and Doris Loucks came to our church to speak about the program. Some of us were very excited about the prospect of supporting one or two “trust units” in the coming year. Each trust unit costs about $2,400 and provides the working capital to fund a group of 8 to 20 entrepreneurs somewhere in the world.  The members of the unit guarantee each other’s loans, and vote on the credit worthiness and business plan of the individual requests for a small business loan.  Next year our mission committee will consider using Zion mission funds for this purpose.  Let Consistory know of your interest or concerns so that we can, as a church, move forward in this exciting new endeavor.
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2011 Signups For Greeters, And Bulletin Sponsors

For Your Convenience, You May E-Mail the Church
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Zion Greeters Needed!!  Please consider volunteering to help with this worthwhile ministry in greeting those attending our services.  The sign-up sheet is on the clipboard at the rear of the sanctuary.

2011 Available Dates:   Jan. 9, 16, 23; Feb. 6, 13, 20; Mar. 9 (Ash Wed.), 20; Apr. 3, 10, 17, 21 (Maundy Thurs), 22 (Good Fri.)

Bulletin Sponsor. Sponsorship cost is $15 (which may be labeled as such and placed in the offering plate).                         

2011 Available Dates:  Jan. 16, 23, 30; Feb. 13, 20, 27; Mar. 13, 20, 27; Apr. 3, 10, 24
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The 2011 Flower Calendar is now posted in the vestibule.  
Please be sure to sign up.

Who We Are – Based on the Core Values Outlined On Our Long-Range Plan
Each month we will feature a different core value, and highlight the way in which the long-range plan is shaping our ministry.

Our Vision Statement:

Through the transforming power of Jesus Christ, we strive to be disciples, and to make disciples, as we:


Worship God with all our heart, mind, and soul;


Serve our neighbors through civic engagement and by being a moral presence in the community;


Grow in faith through study of scripture, prayer, and spiritual discipline;


Seek closer fellowship within the Body of Christ by being a church where our members find nurture and 

challenge;


Witness to the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ by bringing the light of Christ into the lives of 
others.

Our Mission Statement:

Called by God and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we covenant to embody the love of God in word and action.

Core Value Statements:

1.
Worship:  Zion values worship that is Spirit-led and Spirit-filled.  In our worship program we honor our past and are open to God moving us into the future.  We value preaching that is biblically based and applicable to daily life.

2.
Prayer:   Zion values a culture of prayer that provides the foundation for our relationships with God and others.

3.
Mobilized Laity Leadership:  We seek to foster and develop servant leadership among the laity.

4.
Evangelism:  Zion strives to reach seekers and those without a church home in the Upper Adams community as taught by Matthew 28 and the Great Commission.

5.
Community:  Zion provides a spiritual foundation from which our members go forth to serve in the community.  Our moral presence, civic engagement, and outreach in the community are based on our love of Christ and one another.

We recently learned more about microenterprise from the Opportunity International organization.  This is a way for us to reach out in a global sense.

6.
Family:  Families are the cornerstone of our church.  We strive to strengthen and empower families within our church and community.

7.
Stewardship:  Zion believes that God calls us as stewards and caretakers of the earth, our church property and other Zion assets, through our time, talents, and personal finances.

8.
Christian Education:  Zion encourages life-long learning that equips us for discipleship and enables us to teach others about the life of faith.  We promote biblical literacy among children and adults.

9.
Music:  Zion strives to honor and worship God through the art of vocal and instrumental music, while growing an appreciation and understanding of the ways in which music informs and enhances worship.

10.
Fellowship:  Zion’s fellowship is a Christ-like companionship in times of recreation, learning, joy and sorrow.

Use this long-range plan outline in your committees and small groups.  Make this a living document!
Thanks From The Mission Community. . . 
Thank you for hosting Les and Doris Loucks in your church last weekend.  They, and we, are so grateful for a chance to partner with you and your congregation to make a real difference in the lives of the poor around the world.

Thank you also for your September 2010 gift of $500 and for being committed to providing lasting solutions to hunger and poverty around the world.  Through Opportunity’s microcredit programs, thousands of people gain the dignity that comes from being self-sufficient and solving their own problems.  The ripple effect of your gift, as loans are recycled, makes a life-saving difference to the hardworking entrepreneurs we are privileged to serve.

The poor simply ask for a chance.  And you are providing them one.  Thank you.





--Blessings, Gregory E. Roth, Vice President, East Region, Opportunity International
Thanks From Our Community. . . 
Dear Zion:   Thank you for the Giant $100 gift card.  It will provide us with Christmas dinner and many other groceries.  The card is very much appreciated.  Thank you again and God bless!



--Cheryl and others
Thanks To Our Members. . . 
Thanks to Bob for making our new “coffee” tables in the Mustard Seed Room.

Thanks to Tony for setting up our outdoor nativity display.
Thanks From Our Members. . . 
Dear Zion Friends:  The soup and bread is much appreciated not only by Dick but also by Ruth as it gives her a break in meal preparation.  An afternoon visit is welcome if you call first.  Your support has made a difference.
--Ruth and Dick 

I got my care package for finals week.  Thank you so much for all that you do to keep us in the loop and feel close to home in this stressful time.  Thanks again,






--Mattie 

Thank you for the college care package.  It will come in handy during finals.  It was greatly appreciated.

 --Sincerely, Jessica 

Thank you for the college care package.  It was very thoughtful and greatly appreciated.  Thank you again.

--Samantha 


This article was submitted to the Joyful Noisletter by Sister Monique Ryssavy of Owatonna, Minnesota.

Everything you really need to know can be learned from Noah’s ark:

( Plan ahead.  It wasn’t raining when Noah built the Ark.

( Stay fit.  When you’re 600 years old, someone might ask you to do something really big.


( Don’t listen to critics.  Do what has to be done.


( Build on the high ground.


( For safety’s sake, travel in pairs.


( Two heads are better than one.


( Take care of your animals as if they were the last ones on earth.


( Don’t forget we’re all in the same boat.


( When the manure gets really deep, don’t sit there and complain.  Shovel!


( Stay below deck during the storm.


( Remember that the woodpeckers inside are often a bigger threat than the storm outside.


( Don’t miss the boat.


( No matter how bleak it looks, there’s always a rainbow on the other side.
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